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of this our realm of England as for the increase of our naviga-
tion and advancement of trade of merchandise within our said
realm and the dominions of the same, might adventure and set
forth one or more voyages, with convenient number of ships and
pinnaces, byway of traffic and merchandise to the East Indies, in
the countries and parts of Asia and Africa, and to as many of the
islands, ports, cities, towns and places thereabouts, as where
trade and traffic of merchandise may by all likelihood be..'. had ;
divers of which countries and many of the islands, cities and
ports thereof, have long since been discovered by others of
our subjects, albeit not frequented in trade of merchandise:

[2] Know ye therefore that we, greatly tendering the honour
of our nation, the wealth of our people, and the encouragement
of them and others of our loving subjects in their good enter-
prises, for the increase of our navigation and the advancement
of lawful traffic to the benefit of our commonwealth, have . , .
granted . . , unto our said loving subjects . . . that they from
henceforth be one body corporate and politic, in deed and in
name, by the name of the Governor and Company of Merchants
of London trading into the East Indies, ... and that by the
same name of the Governor [&c.] they shall have succession,
and that they and their successors, by the name of the Governor
[&c.], shall be at all times hereafter . . . capable in law to have
. . . and retain lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, jurisdic-
tions, franchises and hereditaments of whatsoever kind . . .;
and also to give . . . and dispose lands, tenements and here-
ditaments, and to do and execute all other things, by the same
name, that to them shall appertain to do.

[3] And that they and their successors, by the name of the
Governor [&c.], may plead and be impleaded ... in whatso-
ever courts and places ... in all actions . . . causes and
demands whatsoever . . . in such manner as any other our liege
people of this our realm of England, being persons able and
capable in law, may or can have, purchase, . . . plead and be
impleaded, ... do, permit and execute.

[4] And that the said Governor [&c.l may have a common
seal . . . [no arms or legend determined].

[5] And further ... we do ordain that there shall he from
henceforth one of the same Company, to bee'ected and appointed
in such form as hereafter in these presents is expressed, which
shall be called the Governor of the said Company ; and that
there shall be from henceforth twenty-four of the said Company,
to be elected and appointed in such form as hereafter in these